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PAMPHLET ARCHITECTURE 29:
AMBIGUOUS SPACES

Nannette Jackowski and Ricardo de
Ostos

Ambiguous Spaces, the newest installment in the Pamphlet Architecture series
and a return to Pamphlet’s own progressive roots, features the architectural
fictions “The Pregnant Island” and “Nuclear Breeding.” These two projects
develop alternative urban concepts that address the challenges presented

by controversial locations such as the Brazilian Tucurui Dam, the Three

Gorges Dam in China, and former English nuclear test sites. Using narrative
techniques, fictional programs, and building devices, Ambiguous Spaces explores
people, communities, and even entire cities oppressed by a lack of freedom.
Nannette Jackowski and Ricardo de Ostos are principals of NaJa & deOstos, a
studio developed as a platform for experimental architecture.

ALSO AVAILABLE:

PA 1-10 (anthology)

Steven Holl, Livio Dimitiu, Mark Mack

ISBN 9781568981260

7 x 8.5 inches (17.8 x 21.6 cm), Hardcover, 480 pages; 700 b/w illustrations
In print (publication date 3/1,/1998)

PA 5: Alphabetical City

Steven Holl

ISBN 9780910413169

7 x 8.5 inches (17.8 x 21.6 cm), Paperback, 72 pages; 176 b/w illustrations
In print (publication date 1,/1,/1980)

PA 9: Rural and Urban House Types

Steven Holl

ISBN 9780910413152

7 x 8.5 inches (17.8 x 21.6 cm), Paperback, 60 pages; 107 b/w illustrations
In print (publication date 1/1/1983)

PA 11: Hybrid Buildings

Joseph Fenton

ISBN 9780910413145

7 x 8.5 inches (17.8 x 21.6 cm), Paperback, 48 pages; 97 b/w illustrations
In print (publication date 9/1,/1985)
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ENGINEERED TRANSPARENCY
THE TECHNICAL, VISUAL, AND
SPATIAL EFFECTS OF GLASS

Engineered

Edited by Michael Bell and
Jeannie Kim

Glass has reemerged as a novel architectural material, offering new and previously
unimaginable modes of visual pleasure and spatial experience. Despite the critical
role glass has played in modern architecture in the last century, we have yet to fully
comprehend the cultural and technological effects of this complex and sophisticated
building material. Engineered Transparency brings together an extraordinary,
multidisciplinary group of international architects, engineers, manufacturers, and
critics to collectively reconsider glass within the context of recent engineering and
structural achievements.

~
2008 /272 pp / 505 color + 160 b/wiill. / 978-1-56898-798-9 / hc / $65.00 / CND $84.95 1

LIQUID STONE
NEW ARCHITECTURE IN CONCRETE

Jean-Louis Cohen and G. Martin Moeller
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Produced at a rate of five billion cubic yards per year, concrete is the second most
widely consumed substance on earth, after water. It is ubiquitous and easily
taken for granted as the stuff of sidewalks and roads, power plants and parking
garages. Concrete is also, however, a favored material of cutting-edge architects
and engineers, who value not only its versatility and strength but its unlimited
potential for imaginative expression. A hybrid substance made from cement,
water, sand, and mineral aggregates, concrete—or liquid stone—has no intrinsic
form. In the hands of talented designers, its ultimate appearance is dictated by
the framework into which it is poured and the color, texture, or pattern applied to
its surface.

~
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examination copies: academic@chroniclebooks.com

49



MATERIALS

MATERIALS FOR DESIGN

Victoria Ballard Bell and Patrick Rand

The choice of material affects the form and look of a structure, and inspired
design can inject any material with true personality and zeal. As architecture
programs throughout the country break out of the classroom and adopt the
holistic methods of design/build programs, the need for a textbook that bridges
the gap between construction materials and design sensibility is sorely needed.
Materials for Design is that book. Broken into five sections—glass, concrete,
wood, metals, and plastics—it makes a thorough study of each material’s proper-
ties, followed by a series of 10-12 case studies of that material put to imaginative
use by today’s brightest architects from around the world.

2006 / 272 pp / 275 color + 250 b/w ill. / 978-1-56898-558-9 / pb / $50.00 / CND $52.00 m

MATERIAL DISCIPLINE
THE ENGINEERING OF LIFE IN MATERIAL
SYSTEMS

Ciro Najle

What if architects designed as though they were engineers? In Material
Discipline, architect and educator Ciro Najle looks at architects who did just
that without access to today’s powerful digital tools. Najle elucidates the design
approaches and completed works of the celebrated mid-twentieth-century
architects Pier Luigi Nervi, Frei Otto, Buckminster Fuller, and Robert Le
Ricolais. These studies provide the foundation for a new method of creating
building forms by integrating engineering during the conceptual design phase,
and using structural analysis software, normally a post-design tool, as a
preliminary design tool.

2009 / 368 pp / 418 color + 136 b/w ill. / 978-1-56898-831-3 / pb / $50.00 / CND $52.00 ﬁn

50 www.chroniclebooks.com/designarch

MATERIALS

_ TRANSMATERIAL
Transmaterial A CATALOG OF MATERIALS
THAT REDEFINE OUR PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT

Blaine Brownell

Transmaterial is an indispensable reference to the most interesting and useful
materials now available. With more than 200 materials, organized by category,
described, pictured, and annotated with technical and sourcing information,
and utilizing the CSI Master-Format 2004 product categorization system, this
catalog is an essential tool for any architect or designer interested in keeping up
with the rapid developments in the field of materials.

2006 / 224 pp / 800 color ill. / 978-1-56898-563-3 / pb / $24.95 / CND $39.00 m

TRANSMATERIAL 2

A CATALOG OF MATERIALS
THAT REDEFINE OUR PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT

Blaine Brownell

As the speed of technological progress continues to accelerate, innovation
threatens to outpace architects’ and designers’ working knowledge of materials,
thereby limiting their applicability. In order to stay at the cutting edge of design,
a knowledge of the uses, properties, and sources of new materials is essential.
A sequel to the critically acclaimed and best-selling book Transmaterial,
Transmaterial 2 is a clear, concise, accessible, and carefully edited resource
that provides information about the latest and most intriguing materials
commercially available. Based on a compilation of Blaine Brownell’s “product
of the week” electronic journal of new materials that are reshaping our world,
Transmaterial 2 includes more than 200 materials and is indexed in multiple
ways for maximum convenience.
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